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Black, D. W. (2017). Abandoning the federal role in education: The every student succeeds act. California Law Review, 105(5), 1309-1374.
This article provides an extensive assessment of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). It shows that ESSA does not perform according to its objectives and goals. Problems of the Act include: the ESSA focuses on school uniform, student performance, and accountability without ensuring equality, the ESSA has diminished two surviving equality basics, and has left federal funding constant with no possibility for increasing resources to address inequality (Black, 2017). The article provides methods of addressing these problems: creating the support required to address inequality funding, meeting the necessities of poor students, and expanding playschool kindergarten. This article is relevant because it provides evidence of the problems of educational gaps in the ESSA. 
Black, W. R., Rea, A. C., & Reck, B. L. (2020). Equity, Effectiveness, and Control: The Every Student Succeeds Act and State Approaches to School Turnaround. Handbook of Social Justice Interventions in Education, 1-26.
The article assesses state strategies to turnaround and low-performing schools provided in the ESSA plans. The study focused on three types of schools: Comprehensive Support and Interventions (CSI), Targeted Supports and Interventions (TSI), and More Rigorous Interventions (MRI) (Black et al. 2020). The study found that states’ strategies for approaching entrance and exit in CSI, TSI, and MRI varied. The article also provides different approaches for equitability interventions for turnaround schools. The article is relevant to my topic because the approaches provided for turnaround schools are important in solving the problem of educational gaps. 
Bloniasz, P. F. (2019). Case Study: Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and National Service–A review of educational support needs and curricula development. Bloniasz, P.(2019, May 4). Case Study: Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and National Service–A review of educational support needs and curricula development. DOI, 10.
The article included a case study aimed at understanding the priorities of ESSA, determine gaps between the provisions of ESSA and what schools provide in real life, and determine any surviving nonprofit strategies that act as interventions to achieve the goals of ESSA. The article identified some gaps in the surviving strategies. The article also considered some significant indications of ESSA that should be considered at national educational standards and to close any available gaps (Bloniasz, 2019). The article is relevant to my topic because it provides some of the implications in ESSA that are capable of closing the available educational gaps. 
Bragg, D. D., Hackmann, D. G., & Malin, J. R. (2017). College and Career Readiness and the Every Student Succeeds Act.
This article included research to address the present policy pressure to better student’s College and Career Readiness (CCR) as demonstrated in ESSA. The research used an analytic approach to analyze the content in ESSA for CCR accountability. The research found out that CCR information was accommodated in ESSA. However, ESSA did not clarify the compositions of excellent education and never identified specific accountability and reporting plans (Bragg et al. 2017). The article also provided numerous recommendations to ensure educational equity. The article applies to my topic because it provides guidelines for reducing educational gaps in ESSA. 
Burress, R. M. (2019). Nurturing a Democratic Planning Process: A Qualitative Case of 2017 Every Student Succeeds Act (2015) Requests for School Library Funding (Doctoral dissertation, Emporia State University).
This article includes a case study that studied the 2017 ESSA that was submitted by state education agencies. The study explored the existence or absence of requests for granting fund applications for the support of school programs. The data collection included three phases: analysis of four chosen 2017 ESSA programs, analysis of public stakeholder reaction, and professional interview. The results of the study showed a new plan known as the Democratic Every Student Succeeds Act (2015) that displayed the origins of power relations among approved concerns in 2017 ESSA (Burress, 2019). This article relates to my topic in that the new plan or model provides guidelines to ensure that ESSA achieves its goals including closing educational gaps. 
Cardenas, A. A. N. (2017). Every English learner succeeds The need for uniform entry and exit requirements. Brook. L. Rev., 83, 755.
This article aimed at exploring the need for equal requirements in the entry and exit of English Learners who are at risk of school failure. The article provided other challenges experienced by English Learners including slowed graduation and unfavorable academic self-perception (Cardenas, 2017). Due to the increasing population of English Learners, there is the need to establish educational policies that accommodate all students and offers efficient education. The article advocates for equal distribution of tools and resources to create a comprehensive environment for English Learners. By advocating for uniform requirements in the entry and exit of English Learners, the article addresses my topic of the problem of educational gaps. 

Darling-Hammond, L., Bae, S., Cook-Harvey, C. M., Lam, L., Mercer, C., Podolsky, A., & Stosich, E. L. (2016). Pathways to new accountability through the Every Student Succeeds Act. Palo Alto, CA: Learning Policy Institute.
This article explores the available alternatives for states to reassess their reporting methods as they start to enforce ESSA. It also studies the possibilities provided in the new law for states to establish more equitable accountability systems. The article begins by providing an overview of the requirements established in the law, methods of determining schools that need support, and the prerequisites for applying scientific interventions (Darling-Hammond et al. 2016). The paper also discusses indicators that can be factored in accountability systems. It ends by providing scientific interventions for improving accountability systems in schools. It relates to my topic because it provides interventions for ensuring accountability to assure equitability hence closing educational gaps. 
Foster, S. M. (2020). A Historiography of Literacy Policy: Analyzing Ideological Positionings in Race to the Top Fund and Every Student Succeeds Act. Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.
This paper includes a study on the process of making literacy policy by studying the kind and the consequences of changing literacy policy between Race to the Top and ESSA (Foster, 2020). The research used reports from the National Reading Panel. The study also found out that ESSA literacy policy portrays a notable improvement in developmental and authorized concepts of reading that are advantageous for various learners. The study also established curriculum gaps in ESSA literacy policy which have created potential problems in education. This paper is relevant to my topic because it provides the educational gaps in ESSA as well as some concepts that ensure equity for all learners. 
Guo-Brennan, M. (2020). The Rise of School Choice: Leaving No Child Behind So Every Student Succeeds. In Community Engagement for Better Schools (pp. 115-137). Springer, Cham.
The purpose of this paper is to examine the roles of different actors in enlarging reforms in schools through public involvement. The paper used the Coleman Report of 1966 and A Nation at Risk of 1983 to establish the relationship between schools and the achievement of students and the significance of socioeconomic aspects in defining the customary role of education (Guo-Brennan, 2020). The study found out that adjustments in the role of education that incorporated the Civic Right Act as well as the Elementary and Secondary School Act expanded the existing restricted volume of schools. This article relates to my topic in that it provides methods of solving educational gaps including public involvement. 
Hodge, M., & Welch, J. (2016). An implementation perspective: Relevant lessons from no child left behind (NCLB) for the implementation of every student succeeds act (ESSA). Journal of Ethical Educational Leadership, 3(9), 1-17.
This article studies the particular problems associated with the implementation of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) as well as the techniques in which ESSA offers improvement. The paper defines obstacles to NCLB implementation that threaten states and assesses the effects of the implementation plan on policy results. The paper also identifies the remaining gaps which may lead to failure in ESSA implementation. The article concludes by discussing the significance of regarding analytical components of implementation when establishing education policy (Hodge & Welch, 2016). The paper relates to my topic in that it identifies the educational gaps in ESSA that threaten its implementation. 
HRG, S. (2017). THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: UNLEASHING STATE INNOVATION.
This is an article involving the committee on education, health, pensions, and labor studies the approaches being taken by states under ESSA that were approved by the committee to secure NCLB (HRG, 2017). Different senators were given opportunities to give statements and others to interrogate the eyewitnesses. The committee provided that states should ensure that vulnerable students are considered under ESSA and ensure accountability. This article is relevant to my topic because the committee is ensuring that states use effective methods under ESSA to address the problem of educational gaps. 
James, W. W. (2020). A Critical Multiple Case Study Analysis Examining the Implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to Promote Positive School Climate.
This article involves research on the role played by the governmental policy in enhancing the school environment and explores how states implement ESSA to solve school environmental issues (James, 2020). The research used qualitative study design to compare how states implement ESSA measures and if the measures are promoting safe and supportive environments for learning. The study also used critical policy analysis to explore how the issue of school climate was addressed by states. This article relates to my topic because it examines the implementation of ESSA by states to solve school issues including educational gaps. 
Knight, D. S. (2019). Are school districts allocating resources equitably? The Every Student Succeeds Act, teacher experience gaps, and equitable resource allocation. Educational Policy, 33(4), 615-649.
The article is a study to determine whether schools districts allocate resources equitably about ESSA. Knight discovered that schools with high-poverty and high-minority students have large sizes of classes, less state funding, and that school districts make equitable allocation of resources (Knight, 2019). He also noted that the less skilled teachers are concentrated in high-poverty and high-minority schools. He concluded by giving recommendations for federal and state education policy about ESSA. The article is relevant to my topic because ensuring equitable resource allocation helps in addressing the problem of educational gaps.
Mathis, W. J., & Trujillo, T. M. (2016). Lessons from NCLB for the Every Student Succeeds Act. National Education Policy Center.
Mathis et al wrote this article intending to examine the lessons learned from NLCB that can be applied in ESSA. The authors noted that the new law (ESSA) which replaced NLCB has mostly kept standard accountability approaches (Mathis & Trujillo, 2016). The authors have also provided recommendations for state legislators on both general and fixed ESSA issues. The article is relevant to my topic because it provides approaches that ESSA borrowed from NLCB to address issues such as educational gaps.
Núñez Cárdenas, A. A. (2018). Every English Learner Succeeds The Need for Uniform Entry and Exit Requirements. Brooklyn Law Review, 83(2), 19.
This article examines the number of English Learners (ELs) during the NCLB era and ESSA era. The study noted that the number of ELs is growing in the US although the attention in their education is minimal. The achievement of English Learners did not upgrade after the expanded role on ELs by the federal government and was further diminished under the NCLB. The introduction of ESSA improved the frustrations left by NCLB on education. ESSA strengthened states to regain flexibility and autonomy to address particular educational necessities of students (Núñez, 2018). The study noted a lack of federal participation in ELs education. It further proposed collaboration between the federal government and state to establish constant requirements for entry and exit for ELs. The article is relevant to my topic because it addresses the educational gaps in ELs. 
Parker, D. (1994). Every student succeeds A conceptual framework for students at risk of school failure. DIANE Publishing.
Parker wrote this article intending to provide a theoretical framework to guide the intervention approaches and policies for students at risk of failure. The article provides programs that will assist all students equally, both less successful and the best ones. The article achieves this by two goals and four strategies for accomplishing the goals. The goals include arranging and operating schools for every student to succeed and early identification of students at risk of failure. The implementation strategies include integrating all basic and complimentary services for all students and doing anything possible to enable all students to succeed (Parker, 1994). The article relates to my topic because it addresses the problem of educational gaps by advocating for equality of students in all aspects including excelling. 
Reed, C. B. (2020). A Program Evaluation of the Implementation of School Improvement Policies of the Every Student Succeeds Act in a Rural School District in Virginia. The College of William and Mary.
The article is a qualitative study that studied ESSA implementation in Virginia and its impacts on the achievement of students. The study included research questions as well as a document review. The research supported the suggestion that creative thinking is important for sustainable improvement in schools. A review of the school improvement plan document showed that schools accommodated components of best procedures that align with school accountability requirements provided in ESSA (Reed, 2020). The themes identified from the interviews include principles that identified evaluation benefits, emotional and social learning and the understanding of ESSA by the participants. The article relates to my topic because it offered plans for addressing academic gaps. 
Robinson, K. J. (2018). Restructuring the Elementary and Secondary Education Act's Approach to Equity. Minn. L. Rev., 103, 915.
This article aims at understanding ESSA and how it fails to meet the equity mark. The article begins by describing both NCLB and ESSA by outlining the standards and accountability under ESSO. It also provides the provisions of ESSA on resource equity. The article has provided four areas where ESSO has failed to meet the equity mark: equitable funding, fair distribution of competent teachers, PreK-12 disparities, and racial and economic assimilation (Robinson, 2018). The article relates to my topic in that it has identified problems in ESSA which have contributed to educational gaps. 
VanGronigen, B. A., & Meyers, C. V. (2019). How state education agencies are administering school turnaround efforts: 15 years after No Child Left Behind. Educational Policy, 33(3), 423-452.
The purpose of the article is to determine the mechanisms used by state education organizations to administer school turnaround which is a fast improvement in the achievement of students in schools with low performance. The article researched and described how the State Education Agency (SEA) administers the efforts of school turnaround in federal schools (VanGronigen & Meyers, 2019). SEA documents were obtained from its website for review. The article discussed the significance of the findings to SEAs and policymakers to the implementation of ESSA. The article is related to my topic because turnaround efforts ensure the achievement of all students hence addresses the challenge of the educational gap. 
Welner, K. G., & Mathis, W. J. (2016). Time to move beyond test-focused policies. Learning from the federal market-based reforms: Lessons for the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 241-254.
In this article, Welner and Mathis explored the general research that established that tests are not effective for use in educational improvement. However, the relegalizing of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act ignored the misdirections and harm of the tests. This relegalization only demonstrated ineffective approaches. Testing only documents achievement but does not improve the achievement gaps. The gaps can be closed by sustained improvement regarding approved strategies that increase the opportunities for students’ learning (Welner & Mathis, 2016). The article is relevant for my topic because it encourages the use of strategies that close educational gaps. 
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